SHALOM REFLECTIONS OCTOBER 2010 Ciaran F.Kane SJ

8 Friday FRIDAY, 27" Week of Year
Galatians 3: 7-14

Ps110: 1-6

Luke 11: 15 — 26

The picture of Jesus that most people get from St Luke’s gospel is of a kind, considerate
and gentle Master. Yet every so often St Luke reports Jesus saying something that
seems to contradict that picture. Today’s gospel has one such saying, and it might
even seem scary. Jesus talked about how an unclean spirit who's left a person can
come back again and make that person worse than they were before. Indeed it's a
warning to us not to underestimate the wiles and the power of evil, and to be always on
guard, watchful.

I's a warning, too, to be always careful to trust in God and His power, notin our own.
It's easy enough to start thinking that our being ‘good’ comes from our own efforts. After
all, we try carefully to obey the Lord’s commandments and to follow His way as best we
can. We pray, ask intercession of the saints, try to love our neighbour. And so easily
can forget, in practice, that it's God’s grace in us that does all these things.

People in Jesus’ time were very conscious about demons and evil spirits, and today’s
world is not so much different. Yes, there is evil in our world and in human behaviour,
and there is danger. But there is nothing to be afraid of in this. By ourselves we indeed
could not stand up to it all, but in Jesus sin and Satan have been defeated. It's His
power that works in us, along with us. For the Kingdom of God has come upon us in
Jesus
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